	Did anyone happen to notice that there was a solar eclipse on Monday?  Anyone?  Anyone?  Bueller?  Bueller?  If you did, good for you.  Otherwise, its not your fault.  Society's to blame.  We are on the verge of becoming a star-faring society, but nobody cares enough to make that a reality.  Why was the eclipse a non-event?  The media didn't give a rat's ass!  Nobody's cared about space exploration since the shuttle Challenger blew up.  How about a few months ago when thousands, possibly millions, could have died because a giant asteroid missed us by fewer miles than our moon is to Earth.  You know how I found out about it?  About the same time most scientists did when it showed up on the Discovery Science Channel!!

 

Nobody saw the goddamn thing coming.  Why?  Because governments don't fucking care about people.  Just money and weapons.  The media's just another flailing tentacle on the puss-filled, bloated squid we call democracy.  Why vote?  Because maybe, just maybe, there'll be someone elected that actually can be competent enough to save us.  The problem is, nobody intelligent wants that fucked up responsibility anymore.  In fact, we humans have become so greedy, so irresponsible, so stupid, and so lazy that I'm not even giving our civilization another thousand years.  

 

Let's back-track for a moment.  Lets go back about 50 years or so.  Remember the 1950's.  The time when Nuclear Warfare almost claimed the future.  At least we had leaders, like Kennedy, that wanted to further man-kind and keep it from being irradiated while not caring how much money he got out of the deal.  Then, some dumb son-of-a-bitch killed him and his brother Bobby.  Let's not forget that after his death, the Cold War escalated, we had the Vietnam War, and leisure suits!  Somebody explain that!  Smack-dab, in the middle of a sexual revolution, everybody was wearing clothes that garunteed that they wouldn't get laid.  

 

Anyways, what was it that Kennedy wanted?  Oh yeah, lets beat the Russians to the moon.  Admirable.  Excellent idea.  If it wasn't for the Cold War (including the Space Race & Arms Race) we could have taken forever to get to where our technology is today.  Think of how many years it took us from swinging clubs and throwing rocks at each other to the invention of the gun.  Hundreds of years.  Then, after the invention of the gun, how long was it before we started flying?  A couple hundred years.  Then, after World War II, we went from bolt-action rifles and propeller driven planes to stealth technology, people living in space, and computers that can almost learn on their own.  Sixty years ago, if you had mentioned to someone that we would have a computer that could fit on your lap and communicate with another one almost instantaneously with another one on the far side of the planet, they would have looked at you and said, "Computer?"  But, after the end of the Cold War, what have we accomplished?  Sure, we've miniaturized our technology.  We've got missiles that can blow the crap out of a Sacagawea Dollar on the other side of the globe.  We've got the International Space Station.  Not to mention the Hubble Telescope.  We had Mir, but we all know what a giant cluster-fuck that was.  But nobody gives a flying fuck about any of that today!  

 

Does anybody remember that book and movie called 2001: A Space Odessy?  You do?  Well good, but where were we supposed to be in that story by that year.  Living on the moon.  Flying out to Jupiter on scientific missions.  Mining the Asteroid Belt.  All because we still would have still been trying to beat the Soviets at the next biggest thing.  But no, that old fart, Reagan, had to go and make peace with Gorbachav.  Then, there were no Soviets to beat.  No more competition.  So, all that was left following that was to start dismantling our ICBMs and earn money the "American Way", through capitalism.  I'm not promoting communism, but at least when the communists were in power in Russia (threatening our free life-style ::snicker::) we had something to unite against.  The only thing to unite us since then, is to have the WTC destroyed and hundreds of Americans killed.  And it hasn't even been a year yet and Americans have already put it on the proverbial back burner.  

 

And for those of you that still think humanity has made any progress over the last twenty years . . . shut your vocal tubes.  Think about it.  What have we done.  We still have shuttle missions on the same shuttles made back then.  Space Lab was replaced by Mir, which has been replaced by the International Space Station.  We're still living on a planet that's resources are being exponentially swallowed and spit up as toxins by our big-mouthed governments and corporations.  We're still blowing the shit out of each other.  What do we have to show for it?  Not a goddamn thing!

 

What am I calling for?  Not neccesarily another Cold War, but perhaps another Space Race.  Humanity is now so far past its ability to care about itself or even its homeworld that it needs to be made to see the new frontier.  What settled the west?  Freedom and the urge to get rich.  So, perhaps I should play on man-kinds willingness to forget all else and succumb to greed.  

 

What does space offer?  Boundless freedom and riches beyond your wildest dreams.  First stop, the moon.  Mine it to increase your wealth, then, with that money, build ships to travel to Mars and possibly mine that.  I'm no geologist, but with that much red in the dirt, there's got to be a lot of iron there.  Make yourself even wealthier.  Then, what's beyond that?  The Asteroid Belt.  Countless minerals and precious metals just waiting to be harvested and refined into more materials to make further trips into space.  

 

We can't rely on NASA and its pathetic funds from the American Government.  If we do, we'll be stuck on this Godforsaken rock for all eternity.  Companies with world-wide funding, with some of the best scientists and engineers humanity has to offer, with the pure drive of capitalism is the only way I see Human-kind even having a survivable chance in this galaxy.  


